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REMARKS 

Applicant has requested amendment of claims 1 and 1 1 as set forth above to recite that, in 
one of the steps performed in order to determine a capture threshold, the pacing pulse energy is 
lowered or raised by a specified amount if capture was present or absent, respectively, during the 
preceding capture verification test. Before this amendment, claims 1 and 1 1 recited that the pacing 
pulse energy was raised or lowered by a specified amount if capture was present or absent, 
respectively. Applicant believes that the requested amendments to claim 1 and 1 1 are necessary in 
order for the claims to state operable embodiments of the invention and that the amendments are 
supported by the specification as filed. At page 1 0, lines 1 0- 1 7 of the specification, an embodiment 
of a method for determining the capture threshold is described which involves manipulation of the 
pacing voltage where it is stated that the pacing voltage is raised or lowered by a specified amount if 
capture was present or absent, respectively. It is well-known in the art that the heart should be 
stimulated by cathodic (i.e., negative) pacing pulses which cause depolarization of the heart muscle 
cell membranes. (See also U.S. Patent No. 5,843,136, incorporated by reference in the present 
application, and the references cited therein.) Thus, raising the pacing voltage decreases the 
amplitude of the negative pacing pulse, while lowering the pacing voltage increases the amplitude of 
the negative pacing pulse. At page 10, lines 18-19, the specification states that the threshold 
determination method may be performed by adjusting the pulse amplitude and/or the pacing pulse 
width. At page 2, lines 10-1 1, it is stated that the pacing pulse energy is a function of the pulse 
amplitude and width. Applicant has claimed in the present application, in terms or a method and 
apparatus, a capture threshold determination procedure involving adjustment of the pacing pulse 
energy. Applicant believes that it would be readily apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that, in 
performing the capture threshold determination procedure as described in the specification, the 
pacing pulse energy would be lowered or raised by a specified amount if capture was present or 
absent, respectively, during the preceding capture verification test. 
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Conclusion 

It is respectfully submitted that these changes do not introduce new matter, and the claims 
are allowable without further search or consideration: Therefore, entry is appropriate under Rule 
3 1 2, and is respectfully requested. 
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